
World View

• A world view gives meaning to existence.

• A world view includes:
 A perspective on truth and reality
 An underlying foundation for decisions
 An underlying foundation for values
 An underlying foundation for mission

Categories for World View (Ultimate Reality)

 Epistemology
 Metaphysics Philosophical Approach
 Ethics

 Identity/Origin
 Salvation (nature of good and evil)
 Theology Proper Theological Approach
 Purpose – Anthropology
 Apologetic

 Education
 Training
 Values
 Mission Practical/Sociological Approach
 Marriage/Family
 Ethics

 Scientific Method
 Reason Scientific Approach
 Evolution/Creation

 Church 
 Government Meta-social Approach
 Family
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World View Overview

World View is the foundation for our belief structure.  Upon our archetypes and 
our beliefs we build our values and “out comes” our behavior.  The unexamined 
world view is the lot of the majority of humanity.  Repentance is a word that is 
generally associated with the outer ring of this diagram, but in reality repentance 
has to do with world view and belief structure.  The word in the Greek language is 
“metanoia” (metanoe ,w ), which literally means “after mind”  or “with mind.”  To truly 
change behavior you have to address the underlying causation.  Our world view, 
beliefs and values drive our behavior.  To change we must address mind issues: 
repentance and renewal.  These bring about transformation. 
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Anthropocentric World View
This world view is determined by the individual based on perception and personal 
history.  It is man centered.  

Theocentric/Christocentric World View
This world view is determined by revelation which comes from God.  God’s view is 
the only acceptable world view.  It is God centered.

Even the determination of which World View we will adopt begins with World View. 
The foundational belief in a personal God who reveals himself determines which 
overall world view we live by.  

World View Principles, Archetypal Triangle 
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Archetypal statements

□ God exists.
□ There is no god.
□ We cannot know whether or not there is a god.
□ The world will last forever
□ The world is soon coming to an end
□ People have free will
□ Whatever will be will be.
□ Everything happens for a reason.
□ We can’t do anything about our lot in life
□ There is a spirit world
□ All that there is can be seen
□ I am a good person
□ I am a bad person
□ Humanity is basically good
□ Humanity is basically evil
□ The rules are the same for everyone
□ There are rules
□ There are no rules
□ I must abide by the rules
□ I am an exception to the rules
□ Intuition will guide me to right behavior
□ I am valuable
□ I am worthless
□ Everything is relative
□ Truth is objective
□ I will live forever
□ My personal pleasure is most important
□ Life was meant to be endured
□ We know what we know from experience
□ We know what we know from reason
□ We know what we know by recognizing ideals
□ Life is characterized by the struggle of good vs. evil
□ People are getting better
□ People are getting worse
□ The world is getting better
□ The world is getting worse
□ My lot in life was cast early on, I am stuck with it
□ Mankind’s well-being and happiness is the highest goal
□ There is a higher law than human made laws or governments
□ I have certain obligations in life.
□ I only have obligations to myself.
□ Everything must submit to the scientific method
□ Hope is unreasonable.
□ A person is born to sorrow.



□ Hope is justified
□ All things work out for the best
□ There are many paths to God
□ There is only one way to God
□ There is a minimum standard of goodness
□ Good people go to heaven
□ Everyone goes to heaven
□ There is life after death
□ Right and wrong are determined by the individual time, place, person
□ We can’t be certain about anything
□ Everything must be tested by the scientific method
□ The best path is the path that makes the most people happy
□ There is no heaven, this is all there is
□ Everyone is born with a blank page that is filled with experiences
□ We can communicate with the dead – the spirit world
□ Ultimate reality is spiritual
□ Ultimate reality is physical
□ If it works, it is right.
□ We have a duty to always tell the truth.
□ We should do the right thing no matter the consequences.

Beliefs and Values

I believe in God
I trust God
I think we should conserve natural resources.
It doesn’t matter how much I consume.
I do what I feel like doing
It is important to persevere through tough times
Prayer is important
I am more of a doer than a pray-er
Truth is important to me
Personal expression is important to me
Love conquers all
It is ok to break the rules if you don’t get caught
Always tell the truth
Tell the truth, unless it hurts someone else
Some things are true for some people, but aren’t true for others
It is important to see the good in people
God works everything out in the end
I need to work hard to make a difference
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